
Influencing Norms: What’s the Story of 
Marijuana?

What stories will kids remember 
when making health decisions?



Working with the Narrative: State Trend Data



Working with the Narrative: National Data



Working with the Narrative: Demographic Data
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and Later Life 
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Working with the Narrative: Youth Norms

▪

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AHojHZ9CcJU



Working with the Narrative: Community Norms



Working with the Narrative: Norms and Public 
Policy

Understand misperceptions:

• Numbers in prison for possession
• Position to defend “war on drugs”
• “Safer than beer”
• Social justice/inequality
• Compassion for medical patients vs 

harm to kids and communities 
• Marijuana is medicine



Working with the Narrative: School Norms



Working with the Narrative: Parent Norms



Intervention: Individualized Normative 
Feedback

Partnership with 
University of 
Washington/ CSHRB/ 
Dr. Kilmer

Using normative survey 
data to inform 
personalized normative 
feedback protocols for 
high school seniors



Working with the Narrative: Educational Video

Dr. Leslie Walker, MD, Seattle 
Children’s Hospital: 

“Most kids don’t use. And I’ll tell 
you, most kids that are real 
athletes, or that are getting 
scholarships… don’t use either.”



Who tells the prevention narrative?

Roger: “I’m glad you 
mentioned the majority 
who don’t use marijuana. It 
also needs to be said that 
large percentages of 
people, both youth
and adults, either don’t 
consume alcohol or other 
drugs or, if they are
consumers, do so without 
adverse consequences.”

Derek: “I am not without 
hope. The fact that a 
majority of our population, 
over 90%, does not use 
marijuana reminds me of 
the sizeable reservoir of 
untapped healthy
community attitudes and 
behaviors largely ignored in 
the prohibition vs. 
legalization narrative.”

The Addiction Newsletter
The American Psychological Association, Division 50, Spring 2013



Community Norms Messaging in the New 
Marijuana Landscape 

Considerations…

1. How fast is the MJ narrative/perception/attitudes changing?

2. Is my data still relevant?

3. Need to compliment social norms messaging with social 
marketing to fill basic info gaps?

4. Complimenting community norms and individual norms?

5. Old parent attitudes from 60’s and 70’s coming back on line?

6. Understand effectiveness of community norms messaging—how 
can it influence narrative of community prevention portfolio?



What is the Influence of “Big” Marijuana on 
Community Norms?



The Evergreen State

How can we help 
positive norms 
prevail for youth?



Thank You / End

Derek Franklin
djfranklincmz@gmail.com

www.wasavp.org

Special thanks: UW’s Dr. Jason Kilmer and Team, Lisa Stewart, WASAVP

WA Marijuana Info: www.learnaboutmarijuanawa.com

www.mercerisland-ctc.com


