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Mercer 
County, 

West 
Virginia

Est. 

Population: 

57,300



 West Virginia is only state encompassed in Appalachia

 Rate of Rx per person = 19:1

 28 Counties out of 220 nationwide at risk of HIV outbreak

 Highest overdose rate in the US

 2016 – 818 people died of overdose in WV (One every 10 
hours)

 86% of overdoses die of at least one opioid in their system

 Under State of Emergency for Hep C

 Geographic Isolation

 Limited services



 Annual health care costs in West Virginia directly caused 
by smoking
 ONE BILLION

 Medicaid costs caused by smoking in West Virginia
 $277.3 million

 Residents' state & federal tax burden from smoking-
caused government expenditures
 $1,205 per household

 Smoking-caused productivity losses in West Virginia
 $1.23 billion



COMMUNITY COALITION IN 
EVERY COUNTY

SIX REGIONAL “PREVENTION 
FIRST” AGENCIES AND STATE 

COLLABORATION!

COMMITMENT TO CHANGE 
COMMUNITIES!



Mercer 
County 

WV

 Tale of Two ‘Cities” 

o Princeton (County Seat) – Population 6500

o Bluefield – Population 10,500

 Deeply rooted in coal production support and 
export out of state

 Transportation Hub (12 hours from 60% of US 
Population)

 Highest rate of Hepatitis B/C Per Capita

 Regionally highest in RX Abuse/Overdose Rates 
Per Capita

 High rate of poverty

 Appalachian Heritage 



More 
about 

Mercer 
County

WV

 Jail Bill $1.7 Million Annually 

 2005-2012 – 31 Million Pills  (Estimated another 18 
million in the last seven years) 

 Ranks 6th in WV for prescription drug overdoses with 
47.5 overdose deaths per 100,000 people. 

 Ranks 4th highest of the state’s 55 counties for drug-
related diagnosis

 Ranks 5th for drug overdose. 

 Designated High Intensity Drug Trafficking Area 
(HIDTA) 

 Southern Coalfields ranked nations highest with 
Serious Psychological Depression (2011)

 Society of Addiction

“We don’t have a DRUG problem…

We have an ADDICTION problem!”



More 
about 

Mercer 
County

WV

 The West Virginia Department of Education’s 2015 
Youth Risk Behavior Survey identifies that the 
following tobacco use behaviors occurred 
among WV high school students [ages 13-18]:

 47.3% had ever tried smoking cigarettes and 
13.0% smoked a whole cigarette before age 13.

 18.8% were current smokers; 7.4% were frequent 
smokers; 5.4% were daily smokers; 10.1% were 
heavy smokers.

 Among current smokers, 11.7% bought their 
cigarettes in a store or gas station; 3.8% bought 
them on the Internet.

 Overall, 40.8% currently used some type of 
tobacco product (cigarettes, smokeless tobacco, 
cigars, or electronic vapor products). 
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 Almost 31% of Mercer County residents report 
cigarette smoking. 

 30th in WV for lung/bronchus/trachea mortality

 4th in the state for chronic obstructive mortality

 8th in state for cardiovascular disease, all tied to 
tobacco / nicotine use. 

 Ranks in the bottom five of West Virginia’s 55 
counties on health outcomes, including length of life, 
quality of life, and health status. 

 The obesity rate of Mercer County is 35.3% and 
27.7% of adults are in Fair/Poor Health. 

 43rd in the state in health factors, which include 
health behaviors (smoking/vaping, obesity, excessive 
drinking, alcohol-impaired driving deaths, sexually 
transmitted infections, and teen births), clinical care, 
social and economic factors (high school graduation 
rate, unemployment, children in poverty, children in 
single-parent households, violent crime, and more), 
and physical environment.
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 Named 100 Best Communities for Young People 
by America’s Promise 2005 - 2010

 Recognized Nationally for Prevention Efforts

 Previous Tobacco / Nicotine Prevention Strategies

 Promotion of the Tobacco Quit Line

 SADD (STATEWIDE)

 WVCADCA (STATEWIDE)
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Varied Coalition Strategies
 Explorers
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Varied Coalition Strategies
 Explorers

 Gracie Guides
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Varied Coalition Strategies
 Explorers

 Gracie Guides

 Camp Mariposa

One of 12 Nationwide



History of 
Change

Since 2001…

 DFC Coalition Support

 Tobacco prevention efforts

 Southern Coalfields Tobacco Prevention Network

 Expanded CIA Ordinance - 2005 

 County/Regional Efforts to Increase Awareness

 Community Revitalization

 Expanded Ordinance to include vaping/ENDS – 2015

COMPREHENSIVE 

ENVIRONMENTAL

FOCUS





NOTE – Passed the Senate.  Failed passage in the House.  Mercer County 

Delegate Voted NO on passage.





Partnerships Traditional Media Cessation

Social Media Schools
Focus on 
Resources/Positives

Data Policy





EDUCATION 
IS KEY







“I think that people 

think that vaping 

is actually safer 

than actually 

smoking and that’s 

not the case,” said 

16-year-old Bailey 

Darago, who is a 

member of the 

anti-substance 

abuse program 

Students Against 

Destructive 

Decisions.

Bailee Darago (16), Audrie Helmondollar (17) and Naomi Gills 

(15) pose in front of Community Connections in Mercer County. 

All three are members of the anti-substance abuse program 

Students Against Destructive Decisions. They say since they 

began high school two-three years ago, kids have started vaping 

in class, in the hallway, in bathrooms and after school.

https://www.wvpublic.org/post/tobacco-use-among-wva-high-school-students-

skyrocketting-likely-culprit-e-cigarettes#stream/0

https://www.wvpublic.org/post/tobacco-use-among-wva-high-school-students-skyrocketting-likely-culprit-e-cigarettes#stream/0






 Working with CADCA to build a PowerPoint to use in 
Communities Nationwide

 Lunch and Learn Sessions with all TWELVE (12) 
SECTORS 

 Continued Education via Social Media

 Data Collection in Schools (YRBS)

CADCA Best Practice Publication 

on Juuling Endorsed by Surgeon 

General Gerome Adams

“Amazing…it literally has everything you would ever want 

to know about e-cigarettes. And we need to make sure this 

is the hands of every adult, every teacher, every 

community leader, and every student out there.”
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